THE INDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION

of the United Provinces bordering on Bihar, which   are   permanently settled  includ-
ing Benares, Gorakhpur, Ballia and Azamgarh, be amalgamated with Bihar.

The committee are emphatically of opinion that nothing short of insuperable obs-
tacles should stand in the way of amalgamation of Oriya-speaking tracts into a
separate province. Regarding the suggestion for the formation of Chota Nagpur into a
separate province they consider it out of the question,

Minutes of Dissent

Moslem members of the Committee submitted a separate dissenting report,
They strongly advocate the maintenance of separate electorates for Moslems on the
existing basis of 25 per cent, representation.

They also recommend constitutional guarantees for Moslems, representation in
the Legislatures and a corresponding 25 per cent, representation in the local bodies,

They recommend provincial autonomy with the exception o/law and order which
should continue as a reserved subject. They propose that the Governor should be
empowered to certify a Bill which he considers essential in the interests of a minority
community.

They oppose the proposal of a second chamber and increased representation of
landlords in the legislature. They recommend a federal constitution for the Central
Government in which residuary powers are vested in the provinces. They support
the demand of the Oriyas for a separate province.

Mr. Sarat Chandra Eoy in a separate note, advocates the separation of the
aboriginal tracts from Bihar proper and their formation into a separate province, fail-
ing whichy the amalgamation of Chota Nagpur with Orissa and their formation into
a separate province is recommended.

He recommends a larger representation for aboriginals in the legislature and
certain other safeguards for them. He proposes complete provincial autonomy and
latroductkm of responsibility in the Central Government. He advocates joint
electorates but would not decrease the present proportion of Moslem representation.